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in this month's 


ROSERT E. PETERSEN publisher 
SPENCER MURRAY 
LYNN WINELAND 
A. M. BENEDICT 

Ww. C. KING 





Once again Peter Sykalac provides 
us with a cover car. A custom to 
end all customs, read all about the 


Another yeor means a new crop of 
engines from Detroit. If you are 
anxious to improve one, check 


New ideas on restyling the ‘49-'5! 
Fords ore still forthcoming. Here are 
the best yet on this fine cor. 


SPACE AGE STYLING FOR THE '50 FORD. . 
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Eastern and Western customizers had formerly only faced each other 
across a car show floor, but R & C had two fierce competitors in the 
restyling field combine their talents on the Dream Truck. Bob Metz 
(left) of Indiana and California's George Barris bury the hatchet in 
the above photo — and customizing as a whole benefits. 


Another Example i DOING with Rod & Custom 


The field's longest established magazine maintains its leadership by 
bringing you practical how-to-do-its, the newest hopping up techniques 
and far and away the best Rods and Customs to be found. 


you'll be way. ahead if you... 
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rod and custom magazine 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Hurry and send me Rod & Custom Magazine for the next 


[] 12 months @ $3.00 [] 24 months @ $5.00 

I'm enclosing 

[] Cash C] Check [] Money order 
Name 
Address Peeeern see 


City ; da see 
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SPITE THE overwhelming number of professionally built 
custom cars featured on these pages during the past five years, 
it is still the amateurs’ work that we get the greatest kick out of 
seeing. Naturally, the big shops usually (though not always) turn 
out a pretty good grade of quality work, their ideas and treatments 
on various styling themes have gotten pretty static. It’s gotten so 
that anyone exposed to a professional shop’s work can spot their 
work among even a large group of customs. For example, cars re- 
styled by a certain emporium in, say, the Midwest might be identi- 
fiable by their headlight treatment. Certain custom Mercs, maybe, 
could only have come from one California shop. In short, we are 
lamenting the lack of really new ideas emanating from the pro- 
fessional boys ’round the country. Their quality, for the most part, 
remains at a generally high level, but really original ideas are 
sorely lacking. 

‘But the amateurs’ cars tell a different story. Here individuals 
work out their own themes and ideas and, not influenced by shop 
policies, add (or subtract) from their car’s appearance in ways 
new to all who view the project — sometimes with good results, 
sometimes with bad, but it is the trying that is important. These 
lads are the ones who really deserve credit for starting new trends 
in customizing, and the chances are pretty good that an acceptable 
idea originating with an amateur will later turn up as the “inven- 
tion” of a professional shop. 

Case in point: The beautiful Ford on our cover this month is 
the work of a professional metalman, it is true, but since this 
is his first attempt at a radical custom and since the result defi- 
nitely does not bear the influence of past customizing trends, it can 
be looked upon as an amateur’s attempt. Builder Ron Courtney — 
and this is important — does not rely upon stripes, flames or scallops 
to emphasize the fine lines of his car; instead he lets the car’s sheer 
good looks do all the talking—and what a masterful job! Our 
fervent hope is that his thoughts are picked up by restylers from 
coast to coast — and in so doing perhaps we will eventually be rid 
of the wildly painted, gaudily striped, atrociously scallopped cars 
currently haunting (literally) the drive-in scene. Are you with us? 

We’ve compiled four whole pages of Readers Cars — and there’s 
quite a variety of makes and models represented. For complete en- 
lightenment, check page 38. @ s.m. 

















DO YOUR OWN CUSTOMIZING 
whe TAPKIT! 


NO TORCH, no expensive tools, no special training required 

when you repair and restyle AUTOBODIES with these new 
job-tested fiberglass and EPOXY RESIN “glassing kits”. 

Gvoranteed to contain more and better materials than any com- 

petitive kit on the market. Available at speed shops, chrome 

shops and automotive chain stores everywhere. 

If your feverite dealer decan’t stock TAPK ITS, send us hie name and 

erder direct. Write fer free 16 page bookict on curtomming and re- 

For complete information on carcrafting with fiber- 

and resin, order THE GLASSER’S MANUAL, 

$1.00 ppd. Fully illustrated and non-technical, best 

gvide to professional results. Moneyback guorantee. 


Tapicte :. il Taylor & Art, Inc., Plastics 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 1710 E. 12th Street, Oakland 6, California 


































automart 


Ports at 3633 Gage Ave. in 
California, have the answer for *39-'48 
d and Mercury owners. Polished aluminum 
Permit sofer driving by reducing 
@ fade and providing longer brake life. 
installation keynotes an item that 

goes for $9.00 a pair. 





The Latham Mfg. Co., P.O. Box 165 ot 
West Paim Beach, Florida, is justifiably 
Proud of their line of axial flow 

which feature highest quality materials and 
construction. A vast line of blowers allows for 
easy installation for every popular make and 
model, both for street and competition use. 
Latham-equipped cars took both firs? and sec- 
ond places in the hotly contested A/Gas closs 
at the ‘57 National Championship Drags using 
@ blower similar to the Chrysler unit ot the left. 





Moon Automotive at 10820 $. Norwalk 
Bivd., in Senta Fe Springs 


gine is entirely com- 
including gas tank and clvich. Abso- 
ready to run. A good buy at $39.50. 
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OUR READERS WRITE- 


AUBURN LOVER 
‘m interested in finding an Auburn 
about '29 or '30 vintage. I don’t want 
spend a lot of cash for it, however. 
If any of your readers happen to know 
where I could pick one up in at least 


_ 


© If you're looking for a Model 851 
Speedster, then you've chosen a tough 
nut to crack — at least in the interests 
of economy. However, our readers 
seem especially helpful in cases like 
these for they've turned up some 


| mighty weird things. We'll keep our 


fingers crossed for you. 


PLYMOUTHS, PLEASE 

As an ardent lover, and staunch 
supporter, of any and all model Plym- 
ouths, I took great pleasure in seeing 
your collection of customs in the Feb- 
ruary edition. Can’t say I go along 
with some of the customizing tricks 
the various owners employed, but it is 
at least refreshing to see a really good 
car come into popularity as it is at 
last doing. 
J. W. McGraw Seattle, Wash. 


PAINTING, AND STUFF 

It’s getting so that car shows are 
filled with only conservatively restyled 
cars sickeningly covered with horrible 
examples of “artwork”, in the form of 
scallops and flames. Can’t custom en- 
thusiasts nowadays accomplish any- 
thing better than a lousy paint treat- 
ment? It wasn’t too long ago that 
actual metalwork was needed to make 
a custom, but I’m fast losing my in- 
terest in cars and it’ll soon be all gone 
if this craze keeps up. Can't you fel- 
lows do something to bring back true 
customizing? 

© Only wish we could, George. Of 
course, if you've gone on ahead of 
this page and perused the rest of the 
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Last month’s Readers Write column 
carried several letters making refer- 
ence to the-_little cars known variously 
as Go Karts, Fun Rods, etc. One of 
the writers, John Williamson by name, 
actually took offense at your coverage 
of the cars ard related activities. As 
you have a habit of doing regularly, 
you told him off — nicely, of course, by 


magazine’s car and stating 
it is far from being a kid’s car as the 
writer had inferred. Let me add that 
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I‘ TODAY’S show winning cars are evidence of tomorrow’s trends in custom a 
styling, then Ron Courtney has foreseen the end of striping, scalloping and 

other gimmicky fads. For Ron has built a car without these temporarily popular > 
embellishments and yet walks off with all the top place trophies. At his first show, ~ 

for example, he took Ist Place Custom, Best Appearing Car, Most Popular Car and 

the coveted Sweepstakes award,. And this gold-taking was no fluke, either, for the © 

feat was duplicated at his second show. Evidently, the finned Ford represents 
tomorrow’s tastes in customizing. : 

Ron is a McMinnville, Oregon, bodyman who suddenly rebelled at our present | 
rash of customs (7) and plunged headlong into building a ’51 Ford to suit no one 
but himself. Fortunately blessed with foresight, design ability, and metalworking 
know-how, Ron ended up with a five-inch section job, pleasing fender fins and a 
hood with 26 lineal feet of welding in it. ; 

Over flawlessly executed metalwork, a multi-coat lacquer job of Fiesta Red | 
was sprayed. The car then went to Portland’s Stylecraft upholstery shop — the ~ 
only people to touch the car other than its owner-builder — where a tasteful interior 
was stitched up. 

With much of the Ford’s original appearance eliminated, Ron proceeded be- 
neath the hood — with alterations to warm the heart of Chevy lovers. Yes, in place 
of the redoubtable flathead reposes a hefty Chevy V8 — complete with supercharger. 
Protuding upward from the carpeted floor is the short shift lever which actuates — 
things within a Corvette Power Glide unit. 


Ron Courtney’s custom seems to us a likely candidate for Year’s Top Custom. 
Do you agree? @ 














Trophy Toker's interior is tastefully finished in red and 
black plastic to match the Fiesta Red exterior. Upholstery 
was done by Stylecraft in Portland, Oregon, the only place 
allowed to touch the car other. than owner-builder Courtney. 
Dash is essentially stock ‘51 with chrome-bocked controls. 


TROPHY TAKER 


continued 























tidy Deuce is clean to 


the point of sanitation 


A show car of show cors, this "32 Ford coupe 
has an undercarriage thot glistens with spot- 
less, highly polished paint and chrome. Owned 


by George and Dick Collins of Whittier, Calif., 
the five-window coupe has chromed drive shaft, 
springs, radivs rods. Note pleated upholstery. 
16 


SO RARE... 


oy 







; 

















Every visible bolt and engine 
- accessory, including special, 
home-made heoders, listens 
with brilliant chrome. Even 
the firewall, battery holder, 
and steering column have been 
given special treatment. The 
engine itself is a ‘56 Olds 
V8, fitted with a Hildebrand) 
adaptor. Cor took well over 
@ year fo get in tip-top shape, 


Interior is faultlessly vuphol- 
stered in light blve ond white 
Naugahyde. The diamond- 
shaped tufted pleats are used 
throughout, including the head- 
~ lining, kick pads, and door 
panels. This upholstery style 
also has been corried out in 


4 
5 


if 


the trunk compartment. A dished. FF 


type steering wheel and chromed 
windshield and window sill 
moldings further luxury look. 


ina 


Here George Collins, left, and friend carefully go over 
every nook and corner of car prior to opening of a cusiom 
cor show to spectators. Arriving at 8 a.m., it usually 
takes a minimum of three hours of spit and polish and 


elbow grease to prepare a car for the prize-winning cups. 





ee 
en 9 mill 
Boas 


Built almost strictly fer show, Collins’ Pleated ivory Navgahyde also is used under- 
of prizes neath. Steering linkage, spindles, broke 


coupe has won iilerally scores 
ot car shows. A reflecting display “blanket” lines, and dual exhaust setup are complete- 
is used to show off immaculate underpinnings. ly chromed. Coupe is a rore cusiom indeed! 











HE HORSEPOWER race has push- 

ed Detroit engineers into hop-up 
tricks on passenger car engines that 
‘would have been considered impossible 
five or six years ago. Most late stock 


engines produce as much rary ad 





By 
for the backyard mechanic — and speed 
equipment suppliers —to improve on 
factory performance with their special 
cams, manifolds, etc. 
Has this discouraged ‘em? Not at 
0 te The hop-up boys are more deter- 
med than ever to develop and main- 
tain superior road performance for 
their cars. Each new basic engine out 
of Detroit is studied carefully to spot 
weaknesses that can be improved, and 
to find the strong points that can be 
bled for just a bit more. There may be 
more possibilities than you think. Edi- 
tor Murray has asked me to take a look 
at the four new ’58 engines (the two 
from Ford, and one each from Chevro- 
let and Chrysler). Here’s how they 


new engines because it’s going 
compared all the time with the fabu- 











Chevrolet's new 348 incher 


lous performance of the little '55-’57 
Chev V-8. Not only would the earlier 
engine put out more honest hp per 
cubic inch than any other V-8 in the 
business, but it was smaller and lighter 
om a of the others. It’s a tough 

abo 1 weaght- 


r, 18 
inches longer, 8 inches lower in height, 
and weighs 80 to 90 Ibs. more (around 
625 Ibs. dry). It is no-” similar in size 
and weight to other V-8 engimes in the 
low-price field. But don’t get discour- 
aged. Remember, they have added 65 
cu. in. and gobs of torque. Also, we 
considered the Buick V-8 engine as 
being light and compact four years 
ago; this is no larger or heavier than 
that. 

Performance is largely an unknown 
factor at this early date. (We can't 
take much stock in advertised power 
and torque figures.) We were, however, 
able to put a standard Turbo-Thrust 
sedan on the drag strip the other day. 
It was fresh off the showroom floor, 
no special tuning, had the heavy air 
suspension setup, and the Powerglide 
trans. It managed an e.t. of 17.02 and 
a trap speed of 80.33 mph. My per- 
formance graphs suggest an actual 
180 hp was working at the flywheel to 
get this performance with this weight 
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by Roger Huntington, SAE 


crop of bent-eights can stand some tried-and-true 
— but some new innovations are necssary, too. 


(the engine is rated at 250 hp). The 
factory claims 210 hp at 4400 rpm for 
this engine when installed in the car. 
I can’t see it. From the evidence I 
would have no doubt that the new 
engine can ever approach the old one 
in hp per cubic inch; but maybe by 
adding brute inches you can get more 
absolute performance, regardless of 
size and weight. Incidentally, the only 
factory power option on this engine is 
triple 2-throat carburetion, available 
for $140. They claim an extra 25 hp 
for this setup when installed in the 
car. Seems high ... but, if it’s true, it 
would be well worth the money. 

The valve gear on the new engine is 
very similar to the 283 (stamped ball- 
joint rockers, tubular pushrods, etc.). 

This gear is light in wei 


” 





: 
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. 375 hp.at 6000 ti a 


wy 
- 
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larger ones, though, and it never hurts 
to have more breathing area per cubic 
inch. You should be able to fit in %” 
larger intakes and %g to %>" larger 
exhausts. 

The unique combustion chamber in 
the block will pose special problems 
for the souper. The heads cannnot be 
milled to increase compression ratio; 
the only practical way to do it would 
be with specially-contoured piston tops. 
These should be available by the time 
this reaches print. I would think about 
10.5:1 ratio would be plenty, Cylinder 
wall thickness and rod clearance would 
appear to permit safe bore and stroke 
increases of %” and maybe %,_" re- 
spectively. That would give 419 cu. in., 
and maybe a power potential on gas of 





The Chrysler Corp. dome-head dou- 
ble-rocker-shaft engines have usually 
been the first choice of the all-out com- 
petition man for years. They’re big 
and heavy, but you can’t beat the 
(continued) 





breathing of this valve and port lay- 
out; also the compact combustion 
chamber makes it a little easier to 
handle nitro fuels. Unfortunately, the 
things just cost too much to build. The 
new °58 Chrysler V-8 (used in Ply- 
mouth, Dodge, and DeSoto models) is 
back on the old wedge-type combustion 
chamber with inline valves on a single 
rocker shaft. The port layout is not so 
good, and potential valve area per 
cubic inch is not as great...so this 
new basic engine just cannot be expect- 
ed to yield as much hp per cu. in. as 
the old dome-head jobs. 


Redeeming features are that the new 
engine is lighter (630 Ibs.) and small- 
er, the parts should be cheaper, it has 
plenty of cubic inch potential, and the 
new combustion chamber will allow 
higher compression on a given fuel 
octane. For instance, a .050° head mill 


clearance would appear to allow a bore 
increase of %” or so, and at least %” 
increase. On the 361 block this 


Se ke. ths refers to actual 
hp at the clutch on the road.) 


_ Optional factory dual quad carbure- 





bound to hold this down. Light tubular 
pushrods and solid lifters should be 
the first order of business when you 


HOPPING UP THE NEW V-9’s ........ 













go to work on this engine. The factory 
high-performance cam has 260° dura- 

tion, and would appear to be a 
inferior to the hot California sticks 
This would be a good change. Exhaust 
valves are only 1.60” head diameter; 
there’s room for at least %” more 
diameter here — even if you put in in- 
takes over 2”. And finally: The factory 
“log”-type dual quad manifolds are 
not noted for their throttle response 
and economy around town. Triple 2- 
throat carburetion, when available, 
should be better. 


SMALL FORD 

This is the engine that is used in 
all Fords and junior Edsels for ’58 — in 
displacements of 332, 352, and 361 cu. 
in. In size and weight it is very close 
to the former Ford-Mercury engine 
used from ’54 through ’57 (in displace- 
ments from 239 to 312 cu. in.). In fact, 
much of the earlier tooling has been 
adapted to produce the new engine. 
This is why it wasn’t practical to use 
the new block wedge combustion cham- 
ber, where the block faces are cut off 
at an angle less than 45° from hori- 
zontal and the chamber is formed be- 
tween the cylinder wall and contoured 
piston top. (This layout is used on the 
larger Ford engine.) 

However, there is one important fea- 
ture of the conventional cylinder head 
wedge chamber on the new engine: It 
is fully machined to a smooth surface. 
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This should help control pre-ignition 
caused by carbon and lead deposits, 
and it will allow closer production 
control of compression ratio between 
cylinders to give a smoother-running 
engine. (As compression goes up the 
relative chamber volume goes down, so 
it’s harder to keep the ratios even.) 
And, of course, the head wedge also 
leaves the possibility of milling for 
higher compression. But since com- 
pression ratio is already 10.5:1, I would 
not take off more than .030” or so. Also 
the piston-valve clearance is close here, 
so be careful of this when milling (it 
should never be less than .050*). 
This new Ford engine has 2.03° in- 
take valves with a lift of .401” — so it 





Late reports put the fuel-injected Chrysler 
300-D engine up to 390 hp. Gobs of chrome 
give potent engine “handbuilt” look 

of showy hot rods. 


has more breathing area per cubic inch 
than any of the other new engines. 
But the exhaust diameter of 1.56” could 
stand to be increased %-” or so. (Find- 
ing oversize valves is generally a 
matter of searching spee tables on pro- 
duction valves to find a model of the 
required head and stem diameter ; then 
rework the tips to accept your stock 
keepers.) The head ports are also quite 
large, but these should be smoothed 
with a grinder when you do your head 
work. The valve gear is not so promis- 
ing. The heavy cast rocker arms and 
solid pushrods will limit usable rpm 
severely; it is doubtful if the engine 
(continued on page 62) 
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OOKS CAN certainly fool, as would-be stop sign 
drag fans can attest who might have met up with 
Tony Alvez and his big Cad on the streets of San 
Jose, California. For beneath the scallop-painted hood 
of the 5,400 lb. custom nestles a full-house ElDorado 
engine — fairly bristling with its 425 cubic inches 
and estimated power output of some 375 horses. But 
then, maybe it’s the standard shift transmission 
which aids the Getz-geared convertible. But whatever 
— it storms. ; 


Tony had wanted the individualism offered by a 
one-of-a-kind custom but the comfort afforded only 
by a big car—so a restyled Cadillac was the only 
way out. Though it started life as “just another” 
ragtop, back in 1950, the Standard of the World now 
finds trophy taking easy pickin’s. @ 
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OUGH IT has not been generally known until 
now, Bruce Geisler’s pickup was the basis for 
the famed R & C Dream Truck. This 1949 %-ton, 
originally built and owned by Los Angeles’ Ayala 
Custom Shop, appeared a good many years ago in 
the old Hop Up Magazine — photographs there- 
from being cut with scissors and the pieces re- 
assembled‘and pasted down. This is an old custom- 
izing trick used in determining proportions, cut 
lines, etc., before beginning actual metalwork. 
These photos, then, served as a starting point for 
our designers. 

The GMC hauler lay long neglected until 
present-owner Geisler grabbed it and both re- 
stored and restyled it until its present fine condi- 
tion was reached. Biggest change was to the 
powerplant, the GMC 6 being retained but hopped 
to the limit. Power reaches terra firma via a '38 
Chev floorshift box. 

The trouble with the whole thing, though, is 
that the pickup had been purchased for general 


“running around” to save wear and tear on a 


semi-custom Fordmobile. Now it is almost too nice 
to use, so Bruce is looking for another one “... and 
leave it alone”. Oh, yeah? @ 
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Truck was first customized back in 1952. 
Beneath the filled hood reposes a 5-carb 
GMC engine with such internal goodies as 
Howard com, 9%-1 head and a port and: 
relieve job. Visible are the Howard mani- 
fold, Mallory igniter, Fenton headers. Ex- 
ternally: taillights are ‘49 Merc, the tailgate 
is paneled over, the headlights are french- 
ed, square-tube bumper added at rear. Though 
built several -years ago, the havier is 
sii a strong contender at local car shows. 








AD I KNOWN-—that fateful morn- 
ing my girl, Gertrude Geester, 
drove her stock, 50 Ford Sedan into 
my little shop—I was on the brink of 
the most horrendous adventure yet to 
be encountered in my crummy life, I 
think I would’ve flipped on the spot. 


attitude made it possible for me to 
bring my talents to the car customiz- 
ing field, and whose easygoing, un- 
worried outlook has made my busi- 
ness, KLUBKOOP’S CHOP SHOP, a 
galloping venture even though my 
modest premises (a reconverted Real 
Estate Office with a specially parti- 
tioned ex-phone-booth for my private 
office) indicate that I am, profession- 
ally, a newcomer to the vast, growing 
industry of revamping and improving 
car designs. 
Nevertheless, I’m raking in my 
share of the bread. 

I was in my office, tabulating the 
billing for a job just completed (mak- 
ing a ’40 Cad look like a Triumph 












with glandular trouble. Cost: $2.13 
for parts, $11,395 for labor and a 
token charge of $1000 for knowhow), 
when in tools Gert—leaning on the 
horn. 

“I hear you, already!” I shouted, 
racing to her and romantically nib- 
bling upon her hairy paw in the best 
continental manner. “Get the heck off 
the klaxon, doll!” 

Gert put a well-muscled arm around 
my neck and passionately drew me to 
her. The gentle crackling of my upper 
spinal column was proof of her regard 
for my manly charm as she held me 
one brief moment before letting me 
drop to the garage floor, limp with 
love and lack of air. 

“Honeyboy,” crooned Gert, climbing 
out of the car, “I want you should 
make your little old sweetsie the most 
happy girl in the world!” 

“Oh, Gert!” I murmured, blushing 
furiously, “Not here! Not right here 
in the garage! Besides, I got a job 
just about due to arrive.” I winked 
roguishly. “Business before pleasure 
ROD & CUSTOM 
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LUBKOOP’S 








WEEK of 
KUSTOM WOE 


By CARL KOHLER 


(author of: “The Lost Art Of Restyling Dump Trucks”) 


The gentle crackling of my upper spinal column was proof of 
her regard for my manly charms as she held me one brief moment 
before letting me drop to the garage floor, limp with 


love — and the lack of air. 


and all that proverbial jazz, you 
know!” 
Gert’s leer set into a determined 


grimace. 

“I mean, honeypot, I want you should 
customize my car! You’re such a 
clever, talented little creep—I know 
you can do wonders with my car and 
make it into a stinkin’ breathgrabbing 
marvel, I’m sick — sick, do ya hear? — 
of being seen driving this old thing 
around town! I want you to do things 
to it. I want you should recreate it into 
something that fits my personality!” 

“B-But, Dollbaby —” I protested. 

Gert reached out, smiling a pure- 
steel smile, and took my biceps in her 
hand. “You aren’t going to disappoint 
your sweetsie, are you, jerkboy?” She 
tightened her grip and my arm went 
numb. “You want we should split-up 
just because you’re gonna be stupid 
about customizing your sweetsie’s 
kemp?” 

“Of course not!” I said hoarsely. 

“Crazy, sugarbun!” Gert yapped 
MARCR, 1958 


cheerfully. “I'll be by, tomorrow, to 
pick it up!” 

“Tomorrow! Now, listen—"I yam- 
mered. - 

“Tomorrow,” she snarled firmly, 
sauntering out of the shop and thumb- 
ing a ride down the highway. 

I crept into my alleged office and 
slumped behind the orange crate I call 
a desk. This nauseous situation need- 
ed much thought. Trouble was, the 
more I thought about it, the more 
nauseous it seemed. 

There are those who claim Gertrude 
Geester is a fat witch with piano legs, 
the makings of a fine moustache and 
possessing the obnoxiousness of an 
irritated cobra. I have never seen her 
in this light. To me, Gertrude Geester 
is the robust daughter of Sam Geester 
The Junkyard King. And, since going 
steady with Gert, I have enjoyed a 
free, unlimited supply of automotive 
body-parts which have saved me all 
kinds of money. ( — 





“The whole picture,” I informed 
miyself realistically, “is simply this: 
If I don’t fix up her car, I lose a nice 
gratis supply of material and prob- 
ably get pulverized in the bargain. 
How can I refuse?” 

I’m not a guy who argues with logic. 

For the rest of that day, all that 
night and half the following morning 
I worked at izi her stock 
Ford. I channeled it. I chopped it. I 


—staring admiringly at what I’d done: 
the effects completely changing what 
had been a dull, standard Ford Sedan. 

Then, Gert arrived. 

“Well, doll—” I began happily. 

“Jeezely,” she muttered, “what did 
‘ja do to my car?” 

“Why, I merely —” 

“It stinks, whatever ya did, jerk- 
boy!” Gert turned a broad face of 
wrath upon me. “You just better get 
the lead out and —” 

“B-But, doll!” I wailed, “I haven’t 
leaded any part of —” 

“_ start getting this mess into 
shape!” she raged. “All I can say, is, 
it’s gonna be too bad for certain peo- 
ple, named Klubkoop, if this piece of 
junk ain’t a real cool kemp by to- 


. all over again?” 
“Tomorrow, jerkboy!” she hissed 


The following twenty-four hours 
were a concentrated melee of intense 
effort to reshape the Ford into some 
kind of bizarre style that might satisfy 
(if not actually please) the haughty 
Gertrude. Other (paying) customers 
arrived, were declined and drove away 
—taking all their good, American 
money with them. I worked on, ever 
on, with a broken heart; by me, it’s a 
tragedy to lose a client. 


KLUBKOOP’S WEEK OF KUSTOM WOE ......... 


Came the dawn and even a myopic 
cretin could see that some mighty ad- 
vanced restyling had been incorporat- 
ed into what had been a stock Ford 
sedan. 

Now it was a handmade Thunder- 
bird with mild overtones of a Jaguar, a 
Volvo and the dignity found only 
among 1928 Whippets. In short, a 
dilly. 

Gert arrived. 

Gert stared. 

Gert 

“YOU CALL THAT LOUSY 
LITTLE BUCKET MY CAR?” Her 
howl of fury reverberated throughout 
the garage. “I’M GONNA GIVE YOU 
EXACTLY UNTIL THE END OF 
THIS WEEK, JERKBOY, TO CUS- 
TOMIZE MY WONDERFUL CAR 
WHAT I’°VE HAD SINCE I GOT 
OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL!” 

When my head stopped ringing I 
realized I had about three more days 
in which to save my furshlugginer life. 
It was either make another try — or 
spend the rest of my life hiding out in 
various aircraft factories, always liv- 
ing in the fear The Geesters might 
find me. I chose risking life, limb and 
a once-thriving shop because I’m a 
type-guy who would rather bleed to 
death all at one time rather than 
blanch oF everytime somebody 
addressed me as Honeypot, which hap- 


often —me being an attractive . 


pens 
chump to the dolly faction. 

“Yeh,” I growled at my battered, ex- 
hausted image in the discolored mirror 
of the shop’s biddyboo-room. “You had 
to play it wiseguy-style and get’cher 
onl ¢ Wake Gi a told AB coh whe 
runs a junkyard — and her with more 
muscle than a horde of Vic Tanny 
graduates!” Noting the lines of starva- 
tion, around my swollen mouth, I cut 
out for The Hoist, a local cafe, where 
I decided to have a hearty meal before 
making my final bid for survival. 

I had just finished chomping my way 
past the steaks and greenery and was 


--.@ shrewd cat named Doodles Millar, noted from Here to There 
for wobbly-lined cwto cartoons. A character — smart character. 
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preparing to scoff into the pie and ice 
cream section when who slides onto the 
stool next to me but this old buddy of 
mine—a shrewd cat named Doodles 
Millar, noted from Here to There for 
his wobbly-lined auto cartoons. A char- 
acter, but such a“smart character. 

“You look like you lost, man!” bur- 
bled Millar, grinning into my beat up 
features. “Have you started a price 
war or something, Kemper old Kid?” 

“Go ahead —laugh all over me!” I 
murmured bitterly. “You aren’t facing 
a problem nightmarish enough to give 
a psychiatrist the twitching-jumps.” 

“It’s that bad?” he inquired sympa- 
thetically. 

I gave him the whole story. I detail- 
ed it for him in terms any village idiot 
could have clearly understood. When I 
had finished yammering my tale of 
worry, anguish and triple-tread woe, 
Millar began drawing little pictures 
with the handle of a spoon, in the 
puddles of spilled coffee on the counter. 
After a couple of minutes of thought- 
ful-looking silence, he leaned over and 
whispered a suggestion into my ear. It 
was the nuttiest thing I ever heard. It 
was exactly the kind of idea you would 
expect to hear from a cartoonist. 

“You think that might work?” I 
asked, 

“Well,” chuckled Millar, getting up 
to leave. “If it doesn’t, you’re going to 
be just as dead as if something else 
didn’t work! Anyway, with a little 


luck you should be able to have it done 


' in the next three days.” 


I lit out for the shop. 

Three days later, three labor-ridden, 
hour-heavy days later, I finished spray- 
ing the last of 42 coats of Kwik-Dri 
Kar Krud (one of those new enamels 
guaranteed to withstand sleet, sand, 
pocket-knives, acid and tobacco juice), 
in a pale pink color, on the Ford — and — 
stood ready to survive or perish on the 
results of a 72-hour work-jag the like 
of which probably has not been known 
to mankind since the wheel was in- 
vented. 

Gert arrived right on time. 

“Honeypan!” she screeched joyfully, 
“It’s terrific! It’s wunnerful! Sensa- 
tional! It’s just exactly the way I 
wanted it!” Gertrude Geester grabbed 
me and held me passionately (until my 
backbone creaked) in her strong arms. 
Which was just as well, since I nearly 
fainted in pure relief... especially, 
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Sectleining the Ford is the only 
@ eentemporary custom of this 


winlond 


tyan 


section is 6” longer than the original '50 and is formed of heavy sheet 
in the manner shown on pages 50-55, then pleted. The grille bears 
are ‘58 Plymouth ‘with the lower section on top, inverted. Quod lights 


fill in the corners. Individual bycket seats in the ‘58 T'bird style 
for safety and head room in the shallow machine. 


top is the addition of the 


ond adaptable proportions ond balance f cen area, but any model 
sun visor to its forward edge, detracting from the vee windshield. 
Wheel evteuts are radivsed to a teardrop shape. The higher than stock 
reer fin-ders suitably conceal that the deck area is overly bulbous, but 
up front it becomes necessary to go into more work in order to keep 
the hood from being higher then the front fenders. The stock hood is 
trimmed in front of the rear support brace and takes on the appearance 
of a ventilation scoop. The new hood level is several inches below it 
and is meade using the panel from a ‘57 Ford hood. The new nose 


could be used. The only modificetion to 
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independently powered rear 
wheels work ovt well, eliminates 
expense of machining engine 
coupler or installing a straight- 


having 
clutches, Hustler is started by hand 
pushing. Bright red car rolls on 
turquoise wheels. Note axle decal. 


HE HUSTLER, introduced last 

month as a magazine participation 
project in the development of a com- 
petition Go Kart, was instigated in 
an attempt to get as much perform- 
ance out of an under-100 lb. machine 
as possible. By using the standard kit 
as a basis, we are able to show readers 
the whys and hows of building a 50- 
plus mph car in haste without caus- 
ing them to experiment on their own 
and thus waste valuable time. The 
reason for the hurry is simple: the 
little 42” wheelbase road runners are 
so doggoned much fun and so economi- 
cal (averaging only a little over $100) 
that no one wants to spend precious 
riding time experimenting on their 
own. But, now for Part II on the 
project at hand. 

In last month’s installment we 
covered the reasons for altering the 





DOUBLING UP 





Part Il 


hand” engine available at a cost only 
slightly above the stock item. Avail- 
able too are the larger wheels, as used 
on Hustler, extra sprockets, ete. Stock 
engine mounts are welded to the rigid 
axle tube, but reversed (as shown) to 
receive the extra engine. Power thus 
rises from 2.3 hp to 4.6 hp, a sizeable 
increase and sufficient to make the 
dual-engined machine pack a _ real 
wallop. 

The brakes used on our No. 11 were 
pirated from an older Cushman motor 
scooter. One is used on each rear 
wheel, a lone brake being sufficient to 
stop the car in short order, but two 
being used as a safety precaution and 
to keep the car from veering in a 
panic stop. Since the brakes are me- 
chanical, some method of linkage is 
needed so power can be applied equally 
regardless of adjustment, Our setup 
calls for a lefthand pedal mounted on 
the forward corner of the frame as 
the photos show. A length of 5/16” 
steel rod was cut to fit between the two 
brake actuating arms. To this, for 
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Lefthand engine sits in stock Go 
Kart position upon drilled mounts. 
Washer welded to axle spaces 
new, 6” wheel in proper relation 
to Cushman motorscooter broke. 
The drilled arm running from 
brake lever goes to right wheel 
brake; pedal shaft connects at 
arm's center giving equal pull 
eliminating equalizing problem. 


rigidity, was welded a piece of mild 
steel strap. Obviously, a pull exerted 
at the center of the cross-bar will 
cause equal tension at either end of 
the bar, regardless of angle — so the 
brake rod was fastened with a pivot 
bolt at the aft end, and to the pedal 
with a clevis. Now, both brakes are 
automatically applied evenly, regard- 
less of the adjustment of the individu- 
al units. The holes in the various com- 
ponents were drilled in a concerted 
effort to reduce weight to a minimum. 
An estimated 4 Ibs. have been drilled 
from the car. 

Similar to the brake project just 
described, the carburetors have to be 
actuated simultaneously from a single 
throttle cable which runs aft from the 
right pedal. A detailed photo herewith 
reveals how this is accomplished. To 
the throttle arm of each tiny carbu- 
retor is brazed another arm at right 


Engines are harnessed by right pedal, 
cessation provided by pushing left 
pedal. An attempt was made to do 





away with throttle altogether and have 
twin, thumb-operated kill buttons on 
| steering wheel but personal preference 
| brought back conventional throttle. 

Floorboard, here removed, extends 
from axle back to light cross-member. 


Cushman brake drum bolts to drilled 
sprocket which, in turn, is welded to 
6" Nalpak wheel. Tire is a 12” Hal 
Moody (Glendale, Calif.), slick, also 
available with “block” tread. Next 
month report on Hustler's performance 
will be given; pacing it alongside a 
car has already shown indicated speed 
of 52 mph. Conversion of the engines 
fo @ potent racing fuel will be shown. 





angles. A small hole drilled near the 
ends of the new arms allows throttle- 
stops to be secured pivotally. Piano, 
or other equally stout, wire is thread- 
ed through the cable holes in each 
throttle stop and secured down with 
the set screw. Adjustment is made by 
tightening one screw, placing the 
throttle full-open, then tightening the 
other end down with its throttle simi- 
larly wide open. The cable running 
from the foot pedal is attached just as 
in the stock car. 

Other changes required were, an- 
other outlet in the base of the fuel 
tank and enlarging of needle-seats in 
the carburetors to permit use of fuel 
other than gasoline. Preliminary tests 
show promise of mighty swift speed, 
for while being paced by a car, a 
speedometer reading of 52 mph was 
attained. © 
























Readers’ 


UR EDITORS, during the compilation of material for the current Out Of The 
48 series, received a good many duplicate entries from each state. In fact, some 
states were represented by as many as ten or twelve aspirants vying for the privi- 
lege of having their car used to denote the quality of work being done “back home.” 
Of course, each state could boast but a single car, so a good many really well 
thought-out, well designed cars had to be filed away. But here are a few of them in 
Readers’ Roundup; with more on tap for future issues. 
Look closely at the cars shown; chances are your make and model is featured, 
and with perhaps some new innovations or styling ideas. If you like ’em, try ’em; 
that’s how today‘s customizing trends begin. 
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Though 

Puhi's "50 Chevy copped 4 awards out 
of 6 shows in Chicago area, Possessing 
Olds, Ford and Pontiac components, 
coupe is GMC-powered, painted bive. 


A Ranchero — the hard way, from Fi. 
Worth, Texas. Arthur Bowers built his 
custom from a wrecked ‘55 Ford 2-door 
without help from the outside. Specto- 
tors believe it to be a forerunner of the 
new pickup. 


READERS’ ROUNDUP 


continued 


A Ford from Fords — New Jersey, that 
is. Mike Dudash’ "55 boasts conservative 
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The 1936 Ford roadster would have been a more popular car had there been more of 
them made. As it is, the car is rarely seen today; those that are almost always bearing 
the custom touch for since the roadster’s appeorance late in ‘35 it has been a favorite 
for alterations. Dick Archibald’s roadster embodies most of the favorite customizing 
tricks popular prior to World War ||. The padded, chopped top; the dropped front end; 
the ribbed rear bumper; the Packard grille; are all old standbys. Power is by flathead. 


PRE-WAR WINNER 


6 — 





Monterey, California, is home to Archibald Kustom Shop 

and the owner's roadster is rolling evidence of the shop's 

quality workmanship. Other than its purple paint job and | i 
engine from a ‘50 Merc, these photos might have been | 
snapped back in "42, or even earlier. The Ford's dash is 

filled with a complement of Stewart-Warner gauges. Note 

the one-piece hood top, carefully louvered. in addition ae 

to being a real looker, the white-topped roadster (con- 

vertibles have side windows) — holds several strip records. 
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Photos courtesy William Haynes 
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Now the younger set can get into the drag racing act! 
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lere’s how to build an all- 


ight in your own home 


-lo Seale 


S A FURTHER development in the 
hobby of rail racing, it was de- 
cided to construct an electric drag 
strip. Dragging of sorts had been tried 
with the more conventional sports-type 
cars, but a bona fide d in’ wagon 
had never before been considered. 

MARA member Neil Harrison offer- 
ed the use of his workshop as a site, 
and a basic course laid out. Lengths of 
HO (model railroad) brass rail were 
soldered to staples driven into the 
track surface. The top of the rails, 
spaced 3” from center to center, was 
carefully placed at %,”. The ground 
strip of the two parallel lanes was 
spaced %” to the left of the pick-up 
strip. 

Since only two cars would be running 
at a time, a small powerpack was put 
into service. The unit puts out 12 volts 
d.c. and has sufficient amperage capac- 
ity for the two cars. The leads from the 
unit were taped at the head of each 
pickup strip near the starting line. A 
master switch controlling the two rails 
ensures an equal start for both cars. 
The guide rail, with expansion joints 
(to prevent buckling during hot weath- 
er) of %¢" requires small length of fine 
wire as jumpers to carry the current 
between sections. The return is spiked 
down and soldered at each joint. 

With the experimental track com- 
pleted, numerous runs were made with 
existing road racing cars; it soon be- 
came obvious that special chassis were 
required. Front wheel drive, for in- 
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stance, which works so well on road 
racing, lacks the traction necessary for 
strip running. Even so, traction is 
somewhat of a problem as excessive 
wheel slippage can cause a lost race. 
A wide range of wheels are made by 
Veco, available at hobby stores, start- 
ing at 1%” and running up to 1%” 
diameter. The various tire sizes proved 
to be interchangeable with one hub size 
so one car can try several skin sizes for 
best running on a particular course. 
The chassis itself was dictated by 
the available bodies, Revell’s jalopy kit 
has become a “standard” for dragging 
since it can be produced in a variety 
of forms — chopped, channeled, section- 
ed, etc. Chassis width was effectively 
reduced by placing the Pittman motor 
on edge — raising the car’s center of 
gravity, but no curves are negotiated. 
A flat brass plate acts as a motor 
mount. The side members are brass 
tubing with the motor mounting plate 
soldered to them, A solid axle turning 
in a brass tube bearing is used in front, 
with the bearing mounted on top of the 
frame rails. Rail guides and insulated 
pick-up are mounted on the rear axle 
tube. Individual tubes are cut for bear- 
ings for rear axle drive (see accom- 
panying photos). Gears are generally 
sweat soldered to the axle at its cen- 
ter. Worm gears work out well, and the 
10-1 ratio sets offered by Precision 
Model Engineering of England prove 
ideal. At the risk of giving away speed 
(continued) 
45 








DRAGGIN’—to scale  continved 


secrets, the cars shown run 5-1 and 
10-1 worm gears. The radical bevel 
gear car shown (3-1 ratio) is still 
undergoing experimentation. 

The proven Pittman electric motors 
work out extremely well for both drag 
racing and road running. 


speeds reached are fantastic. 


chassis used on the Michigan course. 
i driven car with a final 
ratio of 3-1. In the center is the 


With the essentials taken care of, 
the track was finished off. Grass, from 
a model railroad store, was laid down 
beside the lanes. The lanes themselves 
are painted flat black. Tape forms the 
center dividing line and the start and 
finish marks. 


But the miniatures are subjcct 
physical laws as full size drogsters, 
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S PROMISED in last month’s "Bird 

Bulletin here is the good word on 
lengthening the beak of our test-type 
T’bird. The design was dictated by the 
overall styling theme of the wedge, 
similar to better known Chrysler 
dream cars. The detailing and adaption 
of the theme to our "bird was carefully 
worked out by staffer Lynn Wineland 
and soon the feathered Ford was chirp- 
ing at the doors of Burbank’s Valley 
Custom Shop. No long discourse is 
needed to laud the abilities of Clayton 
Jensen and Neil Emory, the emulation 
‘of whose abilities is the goal of many 
in their profession. Let it suffice to say 
that there are none better, hence the 


. NOSE 


Bumper, trim are removed and wire mock-up is made to simulate shape of completed scoop nose. 
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choice of their shop to perform the 
deeds herein described. 

At the right is one of several draw- 
ings given to the metalmasters as a 
guide during the surgery. The faithful 
reproduction in metal is evident in the 
sequence on this and following pages. 

For ideas used in this month’s 
series we are indebted to readers Frank 
Fry, Jerry Scollard, Dick Dagdigian, 
Ray Scroggins and T. G. King. 

We're still looking for ideas about 
the rear end, so if you get a notion 
about shaping the tail feathers of our 
bird... WRITE! Hm? OH! — Auto 
Suggestion c/o R&C, 5959 Hollywood 
Blvd., Hollywood 28, California. GO! @ 
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is good news 
a new beat for a "bird 
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Template shows shape of radius oround intake 
opening is not unlike the stock "bird mouth. 
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---in panels is not the easy 
job that it might seem at first 
thought. Compound curve 
is necessary to avoid concave 
look or simple roll could be 
employed. Templates assure 
that same shape occurs all 
across panel. Compound 
curve is easily seen in photo 
(9) at left. Boards hold work. 


With lower sections welded 
together to form slight peak 
at front, final shape to center 
of top piece is put in by 
hammering down the welds 
and softening the sharpness 
of the peak. Bottom will be 
treated in same manner. Cor- 
ners of old grille panel hold 
front end in shape until the 
ends of new nose ore formed 
then cut away to save weight. 





18 gauge sheet metal was rolled to general 
desired shape before being tacked in place. 
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Old panel was cul away and braces (arrow) 
support new section. Forming radivs (8)... 


Nose takes shape as ends are formed to join 
upper and lower panels. Lots of heating and 
hommering is necessary here to shape metal 
to desired form. Welds will be hammered. 
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.--fetained. Bezel of small light perfectly 
complements Continental Mk. |i headlight ring 
whose adaptation was described last month. 
Vastly reworked area at front edges of ... 
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Smoothing out the junction of the nose and 

fender front, raw edges are rolled back to inches added to its length. Line of well now 
lines. Front view appears very slim for wedge parallels leading edge of duct in front fender 
appearance dictated by contemporary styling. panel used for engine cooling. Next step... 


Photo above fails to indicate extremely low appecrance gained by 
lengthening nose, due to the fact that the engine and oll removable 
gear from front end were ovt during modifications, causing the nose 
to sit several inches too high. Detail of the headlight inner fairing 
is. in the picture at the right. The principle is applicable to many cors. 
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..-is hammering all welds, annealing metal ... Undertying structure made hammer welding 
for permanent security agains? cracked panels. impossible. Finally a quick prime coat is tossed 
Very little lead was used. Only where inter- on so the ‘bird can be photographed. More 
section of hidden bulkheads comprising ... work follows building grille and inner panels: 














12 Separate Designs 
Per Set 


Colors: Red-Green-Biue- 
Gold-White-Black 
Each set of 12 Designs 
ealy $1.08 postpaid 
MONEST #39 








AMAZING PLASTIC 
FULLER TO REPAIR 
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ELECTRIC DOOR LATCH 
KIT— PUSH BUTTON 
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OPERATION 
$12.75 KIT (Any Car) 
HONEST #2 
T 
UNIVERSAL 
ELECTRIC TRUNK 
LaTen Kit try Which) 
eg None for other cars 
$1.50 pr. Postpaid 
y MANUAL WONEST #7 
Laren 
iy | REMEMBER 
(State Year & — 
bee I AnessseGa HORN 
cHmoats 9 


Order 6 Voit or 12 Voit 


FOR ALL CARS 
With 2 Leaf Springs on 
Rear. Complete with U- 
Bolts. 


Kit to vt Rear 3” 
Kit to Lower Rear 4” 
4.95 
State Year & Model Car 












































HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP castisncecs, te. 
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Tapco mer~en _ Ge 


*®. New knocked down Kart Kit ez 
arrives with pre-formed parts 
of highest quality—chrome- 


vm) 
J 


A A moly tubing, boll bearing 
ey fa <F 
te io Sy wheels, pneumatic tires, new 
na — hi-rewing engine. Complete 


plons, concise instructions and illustrated parts list enable 
construction of Go Kart in several hours, including welding. 
Can be enjoyed by every member of the family. 

Freight paid with cash orders. Freight collect on C.O.D.'s (U.S 
only} with 25% deposit. in California odd 4% tax. Send 25¢ for 
colortyl illustrated bookle?. 
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Ge Kart MEFS. CO. 152 &. HUNTINGTON DRIVE * rc-3 * MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA 








O.H.V. ENGINE ADAPTERS 


V6 ENGINES —Now is the 
time. Spend the winter 
months converting your Ford 
or Mercury to handle the big 
O.HLV. engines. 

All precision-built and heat 
tested. Headquarters fer all Adapters—CRAGAR—COOK—HILDEBRANDT and WILCAP 


start at $16.50. For complete -- send 50c for our Catalog 
containing complete specifications and prices. 


ALUMINUM 
FLYWHEELS 


Electronically Bclanced—teat T: 
Weigh One-Third of Stock bee = 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL ENGINES 


































Price $59.50 13867-R Miles Ave., Cleveland 5, Orie 
Please Specify When Ordering. WYoming 1-5977 WYeming 1-4988 
| cna ein Join Today! 
®@ Club 1.0. Card 
@ KOA Decal 


® Special Discount Catalog 
@ KOA Club Newspaper 





KUSTOMS 

















Eo nears "sancnouso OF AMERICA 

© Assistance in Forming Clubs BARRIS SANCTIONED 

DISCOUNTS ON: MATIONALLY ORGANIZED CUSTOM & SPEED CLUS 
@Latenkmmtincamien (°--=——" KUSTOMS OF AMERICA -————-—- 


® Ansen Speed Equipment 


Hellyweed Bivd., Hellyweed 28, Califernia, RC-03 
| hereby apply for membership in Kustoms of America and enclose 
® jackets, T-Shirts 








: SSS years’ dues, entitling me to 
© Lapel Pins, Emblems an official membership card, windshield decal, special discount catalog, 
© Dash Plaques, Plates KOA news subscription and full association privileges. 
© Trophies SERRE ee Cea i FE acl SS eats! SEE 
® Custom Rugs and Uphoistery ECS en Se ; 

° © Leading Monthly Auto Magazines OSE a _gyare 





Ne Age Limit Me Car Necessary Open te Men & Women Membership Only $3 a Year 

















Chopped Merc was ready for delivery to customer when fire struck ai Borris Kusioms in So. Calif, 


FIREMAN SAVE MY CUSTOM! 
well-known flame jobs go up in smoke 


OU WON’T see the Dream Truck 

in these photos, but it’s only be- 
cause Lady Luck was with us. A 
burned-out transmission bearing de- 
layed delivery of our famed %-ton 
pickup to Barris Kustoms where, after 
a one-day car show in the neighbor- 
hood, the hauler was slated for new 
alterations in preparation for a dozen 
forthcoming displays. As it turned 
out, the transmission was not repaired 
until a Wednesday — and on Thursday 
when the driver reached the Lynwood, 
Calif., shop, the sight shown here 
greeted his eyes. 

The well known shop — and 12 of its 
customized cars in various construc- 
tion stages, caught fire when electri- 
cal wires shorted out during the night. 
When sparks reached the paint area 
—blooie! Up it went. Lost are Archie 
Moore’s $25,000 magnesium-bodied 
Jaguar, a new Imperial just readied 
for an oil company president, a °57 
Bird in for a paint job, Jayne Mans- 
field’s Jaguar roadster, a newly com- 
pleted top-chopped Merc, assorted 
street roadsters and Dean Jeffries’ 
adjoining striping emporium. Other 
publicized cars — Barris’ Kopper Kart 
pickup among them —were fortunately 
yet in shipment from an Oregon show. 
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Famed pickup “Wild Kat,” totally destroyed, 
rests near shop door. A! right, two onlook- 
ers discuss the ashes of Archie Moore's Jag. 











INE YEARS ‘AGO few people would have guessed that the ’49- 

*51 Ford body styles would become lastingly popular, but as 
time passes and the cars stay in the customizing spotlight it is be- 
coming evident that Ford did it again. So it was with the T, the A, 
the ’32, the ’36, the ’40 and, to a lesser extent, the 41. An oustanding 
example is shown on this month’s cover, and here is another interest- 
ing one — this time embodying alterations within the capabilities of 
us all. 

Bob Liebhart, of Windsor, Pennsylvania, lists 8 points of inter- 
est in his letter to us. Filling the number 1 spot; trunk and hood are 
filled in using fiberglass. 2— body seams and side trim holes filled, 
also with the plastic. 3—’°52 Mercury headlight rims were used in 
frenching the sealbeams, 4 — Conservative tailfins — of fiberglass — 
were mated to the Ford metal with still more fiberglass. 5 — Doors 
operate via ’46 Lincoln pushbuttons. 6 — Another Merce was robbed, 
this time '53 grille teeth were planted in the scoop-like edge of the 
rear fender skirts. 7 — Grill spinners from the car were bolted to ’56 
Ford hubcaps to create novel wheel covers. And 8 — the owner did 
all the work himself using TapKits (Sneaky commercial, wasn’t it). 
Looks to us like a good job on a nice car by an owner unafraid to 
tackle his own customizing project. © 






















As safety inner tubes are notoriously 
slow to deflate, this chore may be 
hastened by removing the valve core 
and sucking the air out with vacuum 
from the windshield wiper hose or a 


simple hook-up to the oil draining — 


machine at your nearby garage. 
eeeee 

Sometimes, during body and fender 
repair, a piece of chrome moulding 
trim has a slight dent or bulge. Rather 
than spend money for a new piece or 
spoil it by awkward “dinging,” try 
this little trick: 

As closely as possible to the dented 
part, block off a short channel in the 
under side of the moulding with wet 
rags or putty. Then pour in molten 
lead. When cool, remove the rags or 


putty and tap the makeshift “dolly” | 


along to straighten the dent. It may 
be left in place or carefully melted out 
again with a torch. 





KLUBKOOP’S WEEK 


continved from p. 31 


I don’t go with Gertrude Geester 
anymore, In fact, I’ve moved my shop 
to Pismo Beach where I found a nice, 
stupid (and underweight) redhead 
with whom I go steady. Once in awhile, 
I sneak down to Los Angeles and have 
a cup of coffee with old Doodles. And, 
whenever we talk about my adventure 
with near-disaster in the form of that 
piano-legged, moustached witch, Ger- 
trude Geester, and her crummy stock 
Ford—I always tell my inkslinging 
buddy: “It all goes to prove, man, you 
sure can make a silk purse out of a 
Pig’s ear — providing you got a silk 
pig to start with!” 

We call this The Klubkoop Law of 


gic. 
What else? © 
MARCH, 1958 
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CUSTOM 
DESIGNED 10 GIVE YOUR CAR 


That LONG -LOW Look! 


Bubble Skirts te fit all models. 
Hf we doen't stock ‘om .. we'll make om! 








PULAU LLLL LL LAC LAR Re ALLL > o 


FREE! 


$3.98 MAGNO-ROD 
OlL PURIFIER 
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Firewall patent data plate. 75 
Radiator shell Fivets 

Cee oan. year $1.75 
Model -4" Ford Bulletins complete $5.00 

floor mats '28 -"31 4.95 

shackles, orig. type, ne A pene O.Sbfat 
pt Te eemneaes 

A” hand cranks $2.00/ea. 

hose clamps ane rer 
Windehield Winer arm 4 B57ea ; 
j 
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BRAND NEW! 


McCULLOCH 2-CYCLE ENGINES 
COMPLETE, READY TO RUN 
2.3 horsepower, 5.5 cubic ONLY 


laches, will reach 8,000 rpm 
easily. 








too! 


Won't chip or peel. Water- 
proof — fadeproof. Use op 
Luggage. Sports Equip- 
ment, Lounge Chairs. etc. 
See your local dealer or 
write for FREE informa- 
tion and color chart. 


RAMCOTE PRODUCTS 
1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicage 21, Itt. Dept. RC. 







RamCote restores the 
original color and texture 
to your car’s upholstery. 
You can change color, 








HOPPING UP NEW V-38's 


continued from p. 23 


would want to run above 5500 rpm 
even with solid lifters and 

valve springs. Those light tubular 
pushrods that come with the better 
cam kits would be especially important 


are available. (Admittedly, I have 
never been very convinced of the effect- 
iveness of these on most engines.) And, 
of course, the standard Ford cam does 
not appear to be any “super-race 
grind, so I would think a complete kit 
of cam, solid lifters, pushrods, and 
springs would be real effective here. 
Intake manifolds are going to be a 
problem. To save iron on this new 
engine the cylinder head castings no 


up through holes in the intake man- 
ifold, and the rocker covers fasten to 


cover.) This casting is very massive, 
speed equipment men to produce in 


Fuel injection will be hard to adapt 
here. So expect your fuel feed prob- 


Fortunately the engine has plenty of 
cubic inch potential. The cylinder walls 
look good for a %” bore increase, and 
rod clearance loaks good for a %” 
stroke boost. On the 361 Edsel version 
this would yield no less than 450 cu. 
in. Of course, if the inches can’t 
breathe, what good are they? 


On paper the big 430-cu. in. Ford 
Motor engine (used in Lincoln and 
senior Mercurys) looks like the answer 
to the souper’s prayer. The flared-out 
con rod shanks would limit any stroke 
increase to around 4%”; but this stroke 
and the usual %” bore increase would 
cough up nearly 500 cu. in. Even if the 
actual output per cubic inch figures 
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aren’t so good, surely this rig would 
just about have to show more than 400 
horses on gas, and 500 or so on fuel, 
if given the full treatment. Biggest 
disadvantage of this new engine is 
that it’s just plain big. It’s close to the 
size and weight of the '52-57 Lincoln 
— which means around 750 Ibs. It’s cer- 
tainly an engineering achievement to 
get an extra 100 inches or so without 
any great increase in weight... but 
that doesn’t help the guy who’s trying 
to adapt this engine to a 2000-Ib. sports 
car or track job. This will be a problem. 

Otherwise the design looks pretty 
good. The “block wedge” combustion 
chamber has the block faces cut off at 
35° instead of 29° like Chevy, and the 
relationship between chamber volume 
and squish area doesn’t look as good on 
paper as the Chev design. I couldn’t 
recommend any compression ratio 
above the stock 10.5:1. (Remember 
that the heads cannot be milled on this 
setup, and ratio increases have to come 
from either a displacement increase or 


changing the shape of the piston | 


crown.) This engine has very large 
valves (2.09” intakes and 1.78” ex- 
hausts), but there’s room for still larg- 
er ones. Looks like you could go nearly 
%” larger on both intakes and ex- 
hausts. The valve gear is very similar 
to the small Ford engine — heavy cact 
rockers and solid pushrods. This will 


need tubular pushrods, solid lifters, , 


and heavy-duty springs to do anything, 
too. Even then I wouldn’t expect to 
use speeds much over 5500 rpm. This is 
a big, big engine. 

Fortunately, the carburetion prob- 


lem will be simpler. A conventional in- | 


take manifold layout is used. Also, a 
triple 2-throat setup is used on the 


optional Mercury “Super Marauder” | 
engine (400 hp at 5200 rpm), so there | 


will be at least this reasonable-priced 
factory multi-carb manifold available 
that will fit the 383, 410, and 430-cu. 
in. versions. When the California sup- 
pliers will be out with their special 
manifolds and cams depends entirely 
on demand. Don’t forget that this will 
be a low-production engine. There 
never was very much available for the 
earlier Lincoln ohv V-8. 
We'll see. @ 
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WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S. Federal St, Chicago 16, Ill., Dept. F59C 
































Leorn at home in spare time. Low tuition **All-in- 
| ene’’ Shop Method course covers Overhaul, Sovp- 
up, Tune-up, Fuel Injection—ALL OTHER PHASESIII 
You get everything you need for success in 
America's BIGGEST Industry. We also give you 
Motor Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, 
complete Too! Set. Write for Information. 
Send coupon TODAY for FREE BOOK & 
SAMPLE LESSON. NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


[ ational Sameot Dept Div _ 
FH, 4000 So. Figueroa Los Angeles 37, Calif. 
Send Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. 








| Name a 
Address 
4 City. __ State. 
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louvering bills for inferior louvers, when you can get 
the best louvers available, ‘Imperial Louvers,”’ for less. 
Quick service, no hood distortion, functional! 






Look for the sign ‘Imperial Louvers Available 
Here”’ 
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C & B Auto Body 
4720 Easton 
St. Lowis, Mo 


address inquiries to... 738 11th St., Nevade lowe 
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SUPERCHARGE YOUR CAR 
Home-Built, Engine Driven Supercharger. 
Complete Do-it-Yourself Instructions and 
Engineering Drawings. $1.00 
ALANNE ENGINEERING 
BOX 135-G, WATERTOWN, CONNECTICUT 




















““ABULOUS” PINSTRIPING DECALS BY VENT 





New, Original t 
Si eae 
Specily Color: White, 
Biack, Gold 
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OUR READERS WRITE — 


continued from p. 9 


oldsters. Let’s not make a one-sided 
thing out of what looks as though is 
becoming a new national hobby. 

(name witheld at writer’s request) 
© Sure as shooting the average Amer- 
ican tinkerer is going to improve or 
at least alter nearly any product that 
meets his fancy. So it has been with 
the automobile (hence the popularity 
of automotive magazines) and num- 
berless other contrivances. And so it 
will become — with or without our help 
—with the tiny cars that are fast 
catching on all over the country. Our 
participation in the building of a com- 
petition machine is intended to assist 
those who would build a racing model 
anyway. We are just as strongly for 
the individual owner who asks noth- 
ing more than that his car be more 
comfortable than stock (our Auto- 
mart column includes upholstery for 
the little monsters), or look different 
than its brethren (also in this month’s 
Automart are such items as steering 
wheels, etc.). If you'll examine our. 2- 
part article closely, Mr. witheld, you'll 
observe that all of the chassis im- 
provements noted are for safety rea- 
sons whether they are carried out on 
a stocker or racing model. Let’s just 
accept things as they are — we'll over- 
look your inferences and you, in turn, 
can skip the pages 36-87. O.K.? 
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DRAGGIN’—TO SCALE 


continued from p. 47 


In order to bring some sort of order 
to the sport, the MARA offers a ten- 


compete equally at any given course. 

Cars: 

1. Bodies will be mandatory, prefer- 
ably with a recognized prototype. 

2. Wheelbase shall not exceed 3%”. 

3. Tread shall not exceed 2%”. 

4. Gearing and ratios are up to the 
builder. 

5. Wheel diameter shall not exceed 
1%”. 

6. Motor shall be any HO size of any 
make. 


Track: 
1. The guide rails shall be exactly 
3” apart. 

2. Return strip will be spaced %* to 

left of guide rail. 

8. Guide rail will be %_” in height. 

4. Ten actual running feet will be 

the minimum running length. 

5. Power will be 12 volts d.c. 

The project outlined has many 
things for the enthusiast. The entire 
layout, cars, track, bodies, etc., are 
made from materials and parts avail- 
able almost anywhere — with the ex- 
ception, perhaps, of the gearing. Very 
little space is required, and by exercis- 


held to a modest sum. 

It is hoped this project is of interest 
to hot rodders everywhere — and what 
a delightful club project for those 


in snow! 
The Model Auto Racing Associa- 
tion’s President, Mr. Thomas Cook, can 


1127 Staples Ave., Kalamazoo, Michi- 
gan. Those interested in this project, 
or building one of their own, are invit- 
ed to contact Mr. Cook. 

Remember that your nearest hobby 


and materials. It is requested that 
neither the MARA nor R&C Magazine 
be contacted im connection with the 
attainment of parts and supplies. 


ing will soon be forthcoming. @ 
MARCH, 1958 





tative set of rules so all fans could | 


ing a little ingenuity the cost can be | 
whose full-size drag strip is feet-deep 
be reached by writing the MARA at | 
Store is the best source for supplies | 


Further articles on electric rail rac- 


Giant New 244 Pace 


AUTOMOTIVE 
CATALOG! 
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words here on the performance options available on engines which 
are not new for ’58. As you know, the AMA anti-race ruling last 
June killed the production of the factory racing equipment, and it 
was that it would have a big influence on showroom power 
packs. Fortunately it hasn’t had much of an effect in the latter case. 

In the ¢ase of Buick, they never did offer a regular power pack, 
and they don’t this year; but their special racing cam kit is now a 
thing of the past. Cadillac has switched from dual quad carburetion 
on the “Q” (Eldorado) engine to triple two-throats; the setup is 
optional on all models. Either manifold can now be used with earlier 
Cad heads, The same power options are available as in ’57 on the 
283-cu. in. Chevrolet engine — 4-barrel carb, dual quads, fuel injec- 
tion, Duntov cam, and 10.5:1 pistons. However, I understand the 
“competition” engines with dual quads and Duntov cam cannot be 
ordered in a sedan this year. No announcement has been made on a 
"68 Chrysler 300 series as this is written; but it will undoubtedly be 
offered later — probably with the same dual quads and cam setup 
used last year. , 

Oldsmobile continues to offer the J-2 Rocket engine with triple 
two-throat carburetion, but without thin head gaskets for higher 
compression. The “J-4” engine with the racing cam kit is no longer 
available. The standard Plymouth engine this year is based on the 
earlier 318-cu. in. Fury block. Power options will include dual ex- 
hausts, a 4-barrel carb, dual quads, dual-breaker distributor with 
special spark curve, and an improved long-duration cam. (All this is 
standard in the Fury — and, of course, the new 350-cu. in. V-8 will 
be optional in all lines.) Pontiac will continue to offer triple two- 
throat carburetion (along with 10.5:1 gaskets when installed at the 
factory), and fuel injection will be available on any Hydramatic 
model this year. Studebaker and Packard will continue to offer a 
4-barrel carb and dual exhausts as their power pack for standard 
68 models. The large Hawks, of course, have the McCulloch 
supercharger. 

Most significant new development in this field of factory option- 
al performance equipment is the trend to triple two-throat car- 
buretion. Chevrolet, Mercury, and Cadillac have now joined Olds 
and Pontiac. Actually, triple two-throat carburetion is inherently 
cheaper than dual quads... but there’s more to it than that. Throttle 
response is better with the progressive linkage, fuel economy is 
better, you don’t get the fuel starvation on turns — and they just 
seem to give more horsepower and torque. Apparently another case 
where the California speed equipment boys showed Detroit how! @ 





LSEWHERE IN this issue we discuss the all-new Chevrolet, | 
Ford, and Chrysler engines for ’58. I’d like to mention a few | 












































































































JETS AND MISSILES 
What puts the “sput” in flying 
phenomena like Sputnik? Find 
out by g this i ati 
guide which covers the world 
in compiling these exciting re- 
ports. It's a bonanza of pictures 
and specifications on the new- 
est jet aircraft, missiles and 
rockets of many nations: U.S.. 
Great Britain, France, USSR. 
Sweden. Canada, Italy. Ger- 
many. You'll read about air- 
craft that has blazed history 
across the skies, names like 
Boeing Bomarc, Dassault Mys- 
tere, Douglas Nike, Fokker $14, 
Leduc, Mig 19, Ouest Djinn. 
Yakovlev Yak-25. 





AND MISSILES 


MAMI <~cw 


GOING INTO SPACE 
Written especially for those who 
want the facts on modern day 
R E a D miracles like the satellite. space 

travel, etc. A thrilling blueprint 
fsfele) ¢—4 for man’s interplanetary future. 
it reveals how the rocket works; 
describes a “flight to the Moon”; 
discusses the worlds of tomor- 
row and what they hold in store 
for you. And there's a full chap- 
ter on satellites, including data 
on design. orbits, speed, relay 
systems, the dangers of cosmic 
rays. Written by Arthur C. 
Clarke. famed author and phy- 
sicist, this book is a view of the 
future based on solid fact of the 
present. 





FLYING SAUCERS 

Are they fact or fiction? Read 
this amazing, authoritative book 
on the controversial question 
which has baffled our leading 
personnel and technical observ- 
ers. A major feature is the 
wealth of never - before - pub- 
lished photos of these Unidenti- 
fied Flying Objects. The chapter 
entitled “Space Travel and the 
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a: a UFO” ties in the flying saucers 


with space stations and satel- 
lites of the Sputnik type. And 
you'll read astounding reports 
from those who claim to have 
actually tacted the 
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and their crews. Tops for space 


enthusiasts. 
Or send &5c 
° c (to cover postage, handling, etc.) to 
uty 75° ar your Newssrano! came Ganiean 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Les Angeles 28, Calif. 





1958 
HOT ROD 
ANNUAL 


@ RESULTS—NATIONAL DRAG 
CHAMPS AND BONNEVILLE 
SPEED TRIALS 


@ NEWEST FLAME PAINTING 
TECHNIQUES 


@ PICTORIAL ROD ROUNDUP 


Here’s all the dope on those 


FAMOUS 
le i la 3; over-the- 
e A R a aor cnaine Sane ties tae to 


use higher compression ratios; 
combining late model OHV V8s 


ANNUA LS with stick shift transmissions ; pro- 
gressive carburetion; solutions to 
steering problems; do-it-yourself 
welding; special ignition systems; 
making it corner. 


Ce en en ce ce ce ce ce ce cs ce ce ca ce cn ln el ln ll 


1958 
... THIS 1958 ANNUAL aay a 


i @ COMPLETE QUAD 
YEAR = oe HEADLIGHT CUSTOMIZING 
A © @47-PAGE CUSTOM CAR 
BETTER : - PICTORIAL 


@ SPORTS CAR RESTYLING 


THAN 7 : Everything you want to know 


7 on the latest in customizing: new 

EVER ] ideas, tips, how-to-do-its, photos on 
as eomecrrs nosing, decking, electronic push- 

QUAD HEADLIGHT button equipment, pin-striping; 

Customs secrets of top chopping; how to in- 

stall a reclining seat; restyling for 

quads; interior customizing; cus- 

tomizing pickups; weird customs 


ONLY . 
Or send 85c (to cover postage, handling etc.) to: 


’ a So TREND BOOKS 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, California 
AT NEWSSTANDS! 








